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FROM THE VICARAGE  
 
 

 
 

 
Kyle of Lochalsh 
 
We will pass through the above soon on our way to Skye.  There is 
no need to linger there now, which seems a shame.  No longer ‘speed 
bonnie boat…’.  Thank goodness for devolution, also, as now you 
don’t even have to pay for the bridge!  Two weeks ago a friendly 
man told me, on his way out of church, that he was Church of 
Scotland minister of Lochalsh and Plockton, that he spoke Gaelic, 
was originally from Lewis and was here for the ‘Convention.’  He 
picked the wrong week, as the bible studies that week, on the book of 
Revelation, were diabolical in more ways than one!!  Not a patch on 
Romans 8 with Alistair Begg.  This made me think two things (you 
may not agree at all).  Firstly how fortunate we are to live 
somewhere where we can indulge ourselves a wee bit with the 
‘Convention’ if we so wish, whilst passing over the uninspiring.  
And, secondly, in the main it seems a very good thing and Keswick 
would be the worse without it (this year’s preachers being a glaring 
exception at St. John’s).  It’s not in the same league as the Film 
Festival but then it wouldn’t wish to be I dare say!!  However, 
Alistair Begg was a reminder for me to pay close attention to Holy 
Scripture. 
 
Next year sees the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King 
James Bible or the Authorised Version.  This has to be one of the 
most sublime pieces of literature on the planet, even if you have little 
or no faith.  If you have faith then there is an added bonus.  It is also 
a reminder, sadly, of how much we have lost in recent translations.  
The AV also lies behind much of what is truly wonderful and awe 
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inspiring in literature.  In so doing it crosses two worlds which are 
ultimately one. 
 
In the course of next year, then, we will celebrate the beauty and 
wonder of the King James Version in reading and study.  In this 
regard I hope to offer two separate studies of the bible using the 1611 
version as the core text.  Not Revelation though! 
 
Confirmation  
 
We will be starting confirmation classes during the last week of 
September.  Candidates must be of secondary school age, please let 
me know if you are interested.  Also, concurrently, I will be running 
adult classes (it’s never too late to get confirmed).  So please give me 
a ring if you’re interested in this. 
 
Love and prayers, 
 

Stephen 
 

******* 
 
 

CTiK Prayer  
 

A new monthly prayer meeting is being set up by Churches Together 
in Keswick and Neighbourhood, in response to the raised concerns 
for our county following the flood, the tragedies of lost lives, and 
then the weeks of drought.  The first of these meetings is on Monday 
6th September at 12.30pm at The Quaker Meeting House. 
 

At this meeting there will be an opportunity for both silent and 
spoken prayer, covering topical items for our area and beyond.   
The time spent together will be followed by a ‘bring your own’ 
lunch, drinks will be provided.  
 

For more details please contact Susan Leighton on 75195 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 

 
 
Complete the acrostic to find the special message for you at the 
beginning of the school year. 
 

1. ..... was the father of Isaac in Jesus’ family tree.  (Matthew 1) 
 

2. ..... was the mother-in-law of Ruth.  (Ruth) 
 

3. ..… was the mother of John the Baptist and relative of Mary.  
(Luke 1) 

 
4. ….. was given to Solomon by God.  (1 Kings 4) 

 
5. ….. was the first person to die for his belief in Jesus Christ.  

(Acts7) 
 

6. ….. and tambourines are instruments of praise in Psalm 150.  
(Psalm 150) 

 
7. ….. gave names to all the animals in the second story of 

creation.  (Genesis 2) 
 

8. ….. was the great grandmother of King David in Jesus’ 
family tree.  (Matthew 1) 

 
9. ….. was the city of Paul’s birth.  (Acts 21) 

 (Answers on page 17) 
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Fourth  Meditation on the Miracles Ð Ideas from Cosmo Gordon 
Lang 
 

The Woman with the issue of blood 
In a crowd the individual is lost, merged, for the moment, in the 
spirit of the body, in the common wave of excitement, anger or 
pleasure which passes through it.  So must it have been with this 
crowd in Galilee.  For each member of the crowd there was the 
infinite longing of the Prophet’s love, the infinite desire of His 
compassion, the infinite willingness of His help. 
 

There had to be the claim of faith.  Jesus would work no miracle to 
compel their faith, but only to reward it.  At last, He felt that touch of 
faith and turned about and said, “Who touched my garments?”  Into 
the company there had glided a poor, afflicted woman.  All her 
money had gone in the fruitless search for a cure and, doubtless, with 
the money had gone her friends.  The disease made her ceremonially 
unclean.  Think of the courage needed to go to Jesus.  She dared 
touch the fringe of His garment, and felt in her body that she was 
healed.  It was the touch of faith.  It liberated for her divine 
compassion and power.  Jesus must speak to her, “Daughter your 
faith has saved you, healed your disease, given you a new hope in 
life, a new trust in God; go in peace and be whole of your disease.” 
 

The tale is the witness, that behind all the darkness which sometimes  
veils it, “The heart of the Eternal’ is most wonderfully kind.” 
 

An infinitude of love, care and power is ever available for me as for 
the meanest of His creatures.  All of me is within the love and 
knowledge of God.  The healing needed the touch of faith.  If it is the 
casting of one’s whole self in the urgency of one’s need upon God, 
then it brings us to Him. 
 

  Then was I as a child that cries 
  But, crying, knows his Father near, 
  And what I am beheld again 
  What is, and no man understands; 
  And out of darkness came the hands 
  That reach thro’ nature moulding men 
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Faith is accepting God’s revelation and living as if it were true.  We 
must stake something upon that faith, make ventures in the strength 
of it, “Faith without works is dead.”  An assurance of faith has to 
prompt us to act.  I must pray and pray with a directness, with a 
simplicity and a confidence that my faith in God, as revealed in 
Jesus, will be answered.  I must train myself, by acts of recollection 
and effort in those qualities of the soul upon which He has set the 
special stamp of His will; e.g. honesty, thoroughness, kindness and 
humility in thought and speech.  I must be able to point to some 
definite acts of self denial which would not have occurred to me 
unless I had believed in the Cross as the law of life.  When once God 
knows that my will is His, He can give me His Holy Spirit to work 
with me and in me.  We are then learning the power of the faith that 
saves. 
 
The woman in the story risks discovery and humiliation in drawing 
close to Jesus.  Jesus’ power and her faith are both needed. 
 
“Jesus, may I draw close to you, touch you and be touched by you”.  
Lord I believe, help thou my unbelief. 
 

Contributed 
 

******* 
 

 
 
The opening meeting will be on Tuesday, 5th October at 2.00 pm in 
Keswick St John’s Church.  There will be a communion service 
which will be followed by the AGM.  There will be refreshments. 
 

ALL WELCOME 
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LISTED PLACES OF WORSHIP GRANT SCHEME  

TO CLOSE 
 

SAVE OUR SCHEME 
 

Since this scheme was introduced in 2001 churches that are also 
listed buildings have had VAT refunded to the value of over £100 
million.  The scheme comes to an end in March next year when the 
rate of VAT will also have risen to 20%!  An eligible repair to 
Keswick St John that might cost us £5,000 today will cost us £6,000 
this time next year.  A church facing a repair cost of, for example, 
£60,000 for work on its tower and roof will now need to raise an 
extra £12,000. 
 
PLEASE sign our petition, at the back of church, to SAVE OUR 
SCHEME.  Please do this as soon as possible as the petition forms 
must be returned to Church House before 30 September. 
Alternatively, you can sign a petition on-line at: 
http://www.gopetition.co.uk/petitions/listed-places-of-
worship/sign.html 
 

 
******* 

 
 

HELP! 
 

Please, is there anyone out there willing to help with serving teas 
and coffees after the 10.00 am Sunday Service and/or to serve as a 
sidesperson and/or to help with cleaning church on a regular 
basis?  (These gaps appear in the Rota on page 21 of this 
magazine, usually as ‘A N Other’.)  If ‘yes’, please see one of the 
Churchwardens. 
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FUTURE CARE PROVISION IN KESWICK  
 

The future of Ravensfield Residential Care Home is now a hot topic 
of real concern to many in this area as well as to those who lived and 
worked there.  As some of you may know, it was my place of work 
until it was evacuated last November. 
 
As well as campaigning to keep Ravensfield open, the Town Council 
are also inviting Health and other Care Providers to meet in early 
September to explore future requirements in the area of elderly care.  
I have been invited to be part of this and will do so on behalf of the 
Churches Together in Keswick and Neighbourhood. 
 
Cumbria Care’s own consultation document is available to read 
which contains a questionnaire inviting you to let your views be 
known.  The consultation period closes on 30th September and 
booklets are still available from the Town Council Offices and 
Keswick Library. 
 
Our M.P, Jamie Reed is also very concerned about this issue and 
may be contacted via Judith Anderson, Office Manager to Jamie 
Reed M.P, Phoenix House, Jacktrees Rd, Cleator Moor, CA25 5BD 
Also, if you wish to be in contact with me regarding any concerns 
that you have which may be appropriate for me to voice at the Future 
Care meeting, please do so. 
 
Susan Leighton, 5 Ratcliffe Place, Keswick, CA12 4DZ 
Tel: (017687) 75195 or email susan@leighton-keswick.me.uk 
 
 

******* 
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KESWICK FAIR WORLD ALLIANCE  
 
The speaker at the autumn meeting of the Keswick Fair World 
Alliance, in Crosthwaite Parish Rooms on Friday September 17 at 
7.30 pm, will be Michael Edwards.  Michael is the son of Dr. David 
and Mrs. Millicent Edwards. 
 
After graduating with a double first in Geography at Oriel College, 
Oxford in 1978 Michael did his research for a London Ph.D in the 
shanty townships of Bogota in Colombia.  He then worked for a 
variety of development organisations – Voluntary Services Overseas 
(VSO), OXFAM (where he lived in Zambia as the regional director 
for Central Africa), Prasad (building wells in Indian villages), and 
Save the Children (as Head of Research and Information). 
 
In 1998 he was invited to join the World Bank in Washington DC as 
senior adviser on Civil Society, and two years later he was appointed 
as Director of Governance and Civil Society at the Ford Foundation 
in New York.  After six years overseeing huge grants to civic groups 
all over the world, Michael began to concentrate on writing books 
and lecturing at the Universities of New York and Manchester.  
Recently he co-founded in the USA the Seasons Fund for Social 
Transformation, which makes grants to voluntary groups who 
combine their work for social justice with spiritual principles. 
 
Michael has had wide experience in the field of social and personal 
transformation on a global scale and he is eager to share his ideas 
with all of us who live in Keswick and its neighbourhood.  He will be 
speaking on the topic of ‘Small Change’, the subject of his latest 
book which will be on sale at the meeting. 
 

ALL WELCOME  
 

*******  
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All Good Gifts 
 

Harvest Festival  3rd October 
 
This year we are celebrating Harvest Festival and recognising the 
contribution of the time and talents given by members of St John’s, 
without which the continuing ministry of this church would not be 
possible. 
 
In addition to the morning service we are also planning a special 
evening service which will include the auction of the Harvest 
Produce in aid of the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal. 
 
There will be displays around the church representing all aspects of 
church life including: - 
The Children’s work, Mother’s Union, Churchyard Working Party, 
Cleaning the building, the Brasses and Bin Emptying, CAMEO, 
Men’s Group, Laundering of the Linen, Choir, Mission and Christian 
Aid, Catering and Coffee makers, Liturgy, Intercessors, Lesson 
Readers, Julian group, Flowers, Administration, Ordering of 
Supplies, Church Magazine, Garden fete, Church Wardens and Sides 
people, Pastoral Team and Home Communion. 
 
If you feel you would like to assemble or help with assembling one 
of these displays please see contact any one of the following: 
Susan Leighton 75195; Sue Lake 76687; Val Molly 71064; Cynthia 
Scott 73237. 
 

Please let us know if we have overlooked any area in the life of the 
church 

 
*******  
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THIS IS DEDICATED TO ALL OF US WHO ARE SENIORS, TO 
ALL OF YOU WHO KNOW SENIORS AND TO ALL OF YOU 

WHO WILL BECOME SENIORS! 
 

 It pays to be able to laugh about it when you are! 
 

An irate customer called a newspaper office, loudly demanding to 
know where her Sunday newspaper was. 
 

‘Madam’, said the employee, ‘today is Saturday.  The Sunday paper 
is not delivered until tomorrow, Sunday’. 
 

There was quite a long pause at the other end of the line, followed by 
a ray of recognition as she was heard to mutter ‘Huh!  So that’s why 
there was no one at church today’. 
 

******* 
 

WHAT USE AM I? 
 

¥ Abraham was much too old 
¥ Jacob was not averse to lying! 
¥ Joseph was a ‘show-off’ and a braggart 
¥ Moses had a speech impediment 
¥ Rahab was a prostitute 
¥ Gideon was afraid! 
¥ David had an affair and was a murderer! 
¥ Elijah was suicidal 
¥ Jonah ran away from God 
¥ Martha worried about everything 
¥ Zaccheus was too small 
¥ James and John were self-seekers 
¥ Peter denied Christ 
¥ Thomas doubted 
¥ Timothy was too young 
¥ Paul was too religious 
 

If God can use them, IÕm sure he can use you and me! 
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ST JOHN’S 
HARVEST SUPPER 

 
This year we will be holding another St JohnÕs Harvest Supper which 
will take place in: 

The Keswick Football Club Pavilion (in the Hospital Field) 
at 

7.00 pm on Saturday, 9th October 
 
There will be a choice of four main courses:  
 
Boeuf Bourguignonne, Chicken Curry, Vegetable Curry or Vegetable 

Pie Ð the Vegetable Pie will be vegan and gluten free. 
 
There will be the usual wide choice of sweets and these will be 
followed by tea or coffee. 
 
Please bring your own drinks to have with your meal! 

 
Tickets cost only £5 per adult and £2.50 for children under 12. As in 

previous years, these prices include a donation to the BishopÕs 
Harvest for the Hungry Appeal. 

 
The meal will be followed by a beetle drive and a raffle. 
 

Those who would like to attend are asked to put their name, and 
choice of main course, on the list at the back of the church as soon as 

possible. 
 

Transport can be provided if needed; please fill in the appropriate 
column on the list stating where you want to be collected from and 

include your telephone number.  
  

If you can offer to provide transport, please also complete the 
appropriate column. 
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St JohnÕs Tygers 
Opening Meeting: Date to be announced 

 
 

 

KESWICK ST JOHN  
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

6 September CTiK Prayers/Quaker Meeting House/12.30 pm 
19 September St Peter’s, Kells Youth Drama Group at our 10.00 am 
  Family Service, followed by picnic lunch and games 
3 October Harvest Festival Service 
9 October Harvest Supper 
6 November Gift Day 
 

 
 
ANSWERS TO ACROSTIC PUZZLE (see page 8) 
1. Abraham; 2. Naomi; 3. Elizabeth; 4. Wisdom; 5. Stephen; 
6. Trumpets; 7. Adam; 8. Ruth; 9. Tarsus 
THE MESSAGE: A New Start. 
 

FROM T HE PARISH REGISTERS 
 

Sunday Worship 
 

Date   Attendance  Collection 
27 June       150      £428.14 
4 July          92      £457.01 
11 July        103      £445.90 
18 July        241      £769.76 
25 July        184      £549.01 
1 August       178      £894.95 
8 August       118      £535.45 
15 August         98      £402.32 
22 August         94      £670.25 
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Marriages 
16 June Thomas Brian Graham and June Fortune 
21 August James Michael Forest and Rebecca Jane Deeley 
 
 
Funerals 
8 July  Grace Lawson 
14 July  Anthony Tebbs 
 
 
Requiem Mass 
16 July  Patrick Short 
 
 
In Memoriam - September  15 Martha (Mattie) 

Bacon 
2008 

6 Agnes Craigen 2001  17 Dorothy Davidson 2000 
7 Veronica 

Thomason 
2004  17 Dennis Robinson 2002 

8 Mary Stewart 2003  17 Kenneth Edwards 2008 
9 Fred Myatt 2001  21 Gordon Bowden 2002 
9 Ross Bowden 2008  23 Lydia Short 2003 
11 Hilda Cole 2002  27 Mary Archibald 2002 
11 Mary Scott 2007  28 Dorothy Whelan 2004 
13 Diana Page 2006  29 Sonia E Parker 2007 
15 Dorothy 

Sowerby 
2002  30 Margaret Graves 2003 

15 Frances May 
Smith 

2005     
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PARISH DIARY SEPTEMBER  
 

1 Sept  7.30 pm Julian Group/Church 
 
2 Sept  10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
 
4 Sept  9.00 am Churchyard working party 
 
5 Sept  Sunday 14th after Trinity  
  8.00 am Eucharist 
  10.00 am Sung Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Sung Evensong 
Street Prayers:  Netherfield 
 
6 Sept  12.30 pm CTik prayers/Quaker Meeting House 
 
7 Sept  2.30 pm Eucharist/The Millfield 
  7.00 pm Eucharist/Homethwaite House 
 
8 Sept  7.15 pm CAMEO/Church/Rev Malcolm  
    Cowan/Kirkby (in Furness) 
 
9 Sept  10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
  7.15 pm PCC Meeting/Church 
 
12 Sept Sunday 15th after Trinity  
  8.00 am Eucharist 
  10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
  6.00 pm Sung Evensong 
Street Prayers:  Trinity Way 
 
15 Sept 1.30 pm Tiny Tots/Church/Marriage 
  7.30 pm Julian Group/Church 
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16 Sept 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
  7.30 pm Emmaus Course (Part 1)/Helen  
    Marshall/Church 
 
17 Sept 7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 
19 Sept Sunday 16th after Trinity  
  8.00 am Eucharist 
  10.00 am All Age Eucharist with 
    St Peter’s, Kells Youth Group 
    followed by picnic lunch and games 
  6.00 pm CTiK Service, St John’s-in-the-Vale 
Street Prayers:  Latrigg Close 
 
24 Sept 7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 
26 Sept Sunday 17th after Trinity  
  8.00 am Eucharist 
  10.00 am All Age Eucharist  
  6.00 pm Healing Eucharist 
Street Prayers:  Grange Park, Fenton 
 
29 Sept 1.30 pm Tiny Tots/Church/Baptism 
 
30 Sept 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
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SUNDAY ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER 
Date/Day 10:00 am 

Reader 
10:00 am 
Intercessor 

10:00 am 
Coffeemakers 

10:00 am 
Sidespersons 

6:00 pm 
Reader 

Cleaners for 
Sunday 
(key*) 

5 September 
14th after 
Trinity 

T Marshall 
Philemon 1-
21 

 
D Leighton 

J McQueen 
S Page 
A Benson 

F Hayes 
G Page 
A N Other 

C Hale 
John 5: 30-47 

P Duttson* 
J Hall 
F Hayes 

12 September 
15th after 
Trinity 

M Strachan 
1 Timothy 1: 
12-17 

 
P Duttson 

C Scott 
M Browne 
J Selvey 

J Bennett 
P Douglas 
W Douglas 

D Leighton 
John 6: 51-69 

B Connolly* 
K Beck 
Y Cole 

19 September 
16th after 
Trinity 

 
TBA 

 
TBA 

V Cooper 
J Hall 
N Adams 

P Graham 
E Massey 
M G Pearson 

CTiK 
Evening 
Praise 

R Critchley* 
B Bryden 
A Goodfellow 
C Goodfellow 

26 September 
17th after 
Trinity 

J Bennett 
1 Timothy 6: 
6-19 

 
V Molly 

A Goodfellow 
H Marshall 
D Marshall 
M G Pearson 

B Connolly 
C Goodfellow 
V Molly 

I McQueen 
1 Timothy 6: 
6-19 
Healing 
Eucharist 

M Davies* 
B Davies 
S Kirkby 

3 October 
18th after 
Trinity 

M Browne 
2 Timothy 1: 
1-14 

 
J Selvey 

J McQueen 
S Page 
A Benson 

F Hayes 
G Page 
A N Other 

Special 
Service 

C Scott* 
A Benson 
A N Other 

Flower Rota: 5 Sept: Sue Lake  12 Sept: Bridget Connolly 19 Sept: Christine Graham 
  26 Sept Stephnie Critchley 3 October: HARVEST (All)  
 


