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/\i\ FROM THE VICARAGE

@

Via media E

I have a love of politics and religion, two things we should never talk
about or at least not combine. .If we think about it though we realise
that is nonsense. Our faith exists in the public realm and the
decisions of politicians affect the well being of others, which is our
natural concern.

It occurs to me then that we should all give Mr. Cameron and Mr.
Clegg a chance. For those of us on the left, they are no more or less
right wing than the previous administration. Indeed with their
emphasis on civil liberties they may well be less so. They also have
a hard task ahead of them (no one can gainsay that), so they deserve
and merit our prayers and intercessions. They will be in need of
them!

The other thing that occurs to me is that a coalition government
might just be a good thing. I attend a regular theological seminar
group; two of the group have theological opinions very different to
my own. Not only do I find myself fascinated by their views, I find
the manner in which they express them congenial. To put it simply I
get on with them. This seems, with my rather limited knowledge, to
be true also of Nick Clegg and David Cameron. Personal chemistry
should never be underestimated.

The Church of England at its best is a kind of coalition. ~Although
there are wide differences of view on doctrine and moral issues there
is also common cause on the need for spiritual values to be upheld
and proclaimed. The holding together of these divergent views and
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finding a way through has often been referred to as a via media. Up
to now it has withstood the test of time.

We face challenging times both as a church and a nation.
Love and prayers,

Stephen

skeosk skok skokosk

Housebound members of our church can receive Communion at
home. Now Stephen would like recordings adir church services
sermons and talks by visiting speakets be available, not only for
the housebound, but for any member of the congregation| to
borrow.

The church has the facility to record on cassette and disc and|the
cost is minimal. We now needlnteers to make the recordings.

If you are interested in doing this, please speak to Stephen.

Remember, remembeY - please
our
GARDEN FETE on Saturday, 3¢ July

Soon we shall be collecting things for the various
stalls: tombola, briea-brac, books, dys etc
and, on the daycakes&garden plants




CHILDRENOS PAGE

PAUL: Who did he meet? What did he do? Where did he go? Each
clue has a chapter reference in the Book of the Acts. Find the words.

1. This man placed his hands on Saul (Paul) and the Holy Spirit gave
him back his sight. (Chapter 9)

2. On an altar in Athens, Paul saw the inscription which showed that
some Athenians worshipped an GOD. (Chapter 17)

3. Barnabas and Saul (Paul) met a Jewish sorcerer in this town on
Cyprus. (Chapter 13)

4. Some Jews in Jerusalem swore this when they said they would not
eat or drink until they had killed Paul. (Chapter 22)

5. Paul’s preaching caused a riot in this city. (Chapter 19)

6. This happened to Paul when he was sailing to Rome as a prisoner.
(Chapter 27)

7. In Corinth, Paul left the synagogue because some of the Jews
disagreed so he went next door to Titius house.
(Chapter 18)

8. Paul experienced this in Troas. (Chapter 16)

9. In Rome, under guard, Paul boldly preached the Kingdom of God
and taught about the Jesus Christ. (Chapter 28)

10. This woman, a believer, persuaded Paul to stay in her house.
(Chapter 16)

(Answers on page 17)



Third Meditation on the Miracles b Ideas from Cosmo Gordon
Lang

The Man sick of the Palsy

The faith of friends: — the scene is a sunlit street of Capernaum; the
brightly coloured crowd of peasants pressing in at the door; within,
the Prophet standing and speaking His wonderful words to the
Scribes and Pharisees who had come from surrounding villages to
test the new teaching.

The four men arrive late with their paralytic on his bed, bearing it in
the invincible determination of love and hope, up the outer staircase
to the roof. They remove the tiles and let down the bed, challenging
the speaker’s compassion. He looks at the friends, then the sick man.
Then comes the tone of the Prophet’s voice as the great words break
the sudden silence, ‘Son, thy sins are forgiven’.

Jesus seeing their faith was the condition for which Jesus waited
before he could do any mighty work. The faith of these friends was
tested through all difficulties and it availed for the sick man’s
healing.

The linking of lives is one of the common mysteries of the world.
The quiet unconscious example; the resolute will for our good; that
loving faith in our better selves, who knows what influence these
have done for us? God can accept the faith of one person as the
condition of the good of another and faith, in its simplest exercise, is
prayer. Who can wonder at the rewards which may be given to the
prayers of the faithful?

The faith of the Christian Church in the mere word of its Master is to
pass the closed doors and climb the thick walls with the importunate
spirit of prayer.

Here is the work which has been set me to do — the district to visit,
the class to teach, the parish to serve, the life to influence. It goes
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wrong but, if I have not light, I can have faith; if I have not success, I
can pray; I can bring my work to Him who called me to it. It may be
that the steadfastness of my unshaken faith, the persistence of my
unknown prayers, will succeed where all my best-chosen words and
best-devised plans have failed.

The secret of the sick man: — what had forgiveness of sins to do with
the palsy? To the sick man it was the answer to his secret need.
Under the Prophet’s gaze of goodness his thought was of the
wounded conscience. So the sick man in the presence of the Holy
One felt the yet unhealed wound of the soul, the aching of the sense
of unforgiven sin. The Good Physician probed the secret: ‘Son, I
read the secret story of your life, I hear the inward cry of your spirit.
I accept the penitence of your remorse. Your sins are forgiven you.’

This [healing] would be for us if we could bring our lives under the
diagnosis of the Great Healer. There is somehow, somewhere, a
paralysis within our lives. The springs of spiritual movement are
somehow stopped. The capacity for enthusiasm is blunted. The
spiritual light is clouded. There is no inward leaping of the soul for
joy. Our wishes seem doomed to a constant and depressing
ineffectiveness. There is a want of liberty, vitality, brightness of
spirit. Yes, the spiritual life is ‘sick of the palsy’. We blame our
circumstances, our surroundings, sometimes, our God. Let us be
frank with ourselves and face the truth — the secret of the malady is
sin. There may be an old sin haunting our memory, restless,
unappeased, a root of bitterness springing up, a grudge I will not
forgive, a resentment I will not conquer, a cross temper, and indulged
irritability, a germ of jealousy, an uncontrolled word spoken, a habit
of ill judgment, a love of gossip, a reluctance to accept discipline. It
is these which bring palsy to a spiritual life.

There is but one remedy — forgiveness. We must come face to face
with what is wrong. The presence of Christ will reveal it. Sin
thrives on postponement, the vacillations with which we humour it.
We must face it and say ‘I will not have thee’. By confession and
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amendment the sin is dealt with and it is forgiven. There is no other
way of healing. Liberty, joy, power, these come in proportion to the
thoroughness of penitence. It is not forgetfulness, but only
forgiveness that can set the soul free from the paralysis of sin.

Social palsy — there are many signs of the breakdown of clear moral
distinctions. The commands ‘Thou shalt’ and ‘Thou shalt not’ are
not so much questioned as ignored. The writ of God has ceased to
run. The defect is poverty of conscience, lack of the sense of sin.
The revival of these is the only remedy. People must be convinced
of sin. Repentance is the only way of recovery. The sense of sin, the
revival of conscience can only come through the attractive
restraining power of a vision of goodness. The appeal which is to
touch the heart and enlist the will must be the appeal of Christ-like
characters.

Forgiveness — Jesus showed his words of forgiveness were not an
impotent boast; they had a divine power which he manifested in the
sight of all by bidding the man rise and go on his way. His words
were a revelation of the law or divine forgiveness. The word of God
sets us right. It is not negative but positive, not a judge’s sentence of
‘not guilty’ but a father’s welcome to restored sonship. It is not a
legal but a spiritual act and the restoration is a restoration to life.
Once again the stream of life flows in us from our Lord.

There is no pause between the penitence and the forgiveness. Into
the soul, opened by penitence, there comes the waiting Spirit of
Christ and that reunion of life is forgiveness. The words ‘Your sins
are forgiven’ carry with it the command ‘Arise’. They are but parts
of the one restoration to life.

Contributed

skeosk skok skokosk



Some weeks ago the Sunday school children were agke write
acrostic prayers with God is AwesomeThey were produced very
quickly and here are two:

God is
Outstanding
Doing good.

Incredible
Spectacular.

Always there
Wonderful
Extraordinary
Super
Open
Mighty
Exquisite
by Ross Henderson

God
Of the
Delicate world

I's
Saving us everyday

Always
With
Everyone
Sometimes
One hears him talk
Mime yourself to
Everyone.
by Catherine Fryer-Spedding



% CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

Some of the collections for this year are still to come in but, as at 20"
May, the total stands at £4,828 (the total for 2009 was £5,078). What
a splendid result so far considering the tight financial times we are
living in.

Keswick St John provided 52 volunteers who helped with house to
house collecting, the street collection, the counting of the money and
last, but definitely not least, cakes for the coffee morning cake stall.
Bob Bryden wishes to thank all concerned most warmly. Here’s to
next year!

THE GOLFING PRIEST

One Sunday morning, a priest wakes up and decides to go golfing.
He calls his boss and says he feels very sick, and won’t be able to
go to work.

Way up in heaven, Saint Peter sees all this and asks God, “Are you
really going to let him get away with this?”

“No, I guess not,” says God.

The priest drives about five to six hours away, so he doesn’t bump
into anyone he knows. The golf course is empty when he gets there.
So, he takes his first swing, drives the ball 295 yards, and gets a hole
in one!

Saint Peter watches in disbelief and asks “Why did you let him do
that?”

To this God says, “Who's he going to tell?”




VESTRY MEETING
and
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

(For those unable to attend the meetings, what follows is a brief
summary of the salient points. Full details will appear in the
Minutes.)

These were held immediately following the St George’s Day
commemoration service on 25 April. Ann Clinker and Martin Head
were re-elected as Churchwardens. Stephen, Rosemary Elliott,
Cynthia Scott and Ann Goodfellow are St John’s Deanery Synod
representatives. The PCC was re-elected en bloc, with George Page
agreeing to serve a second period of three years. Allan Daniels was
elected to join the PCC. Ann Williamson has resigned from and Eve
Massey has joined the Sidespersons.

Glenda Holme was re-appointed as independent examiner of the
accounts. As our expenditure is still more than our income there is to
be the new Stewardship Campaign beginning on 23™ May.

The Church now has a clear mission link with Northern Uganda, as
well as a developing a friendship link with St Peter’s, Kells.

VOLUNTEER WANTED

Canon Jim Hyslop is, after many years, stepping down as W
Development Officer. The diocese therefore needs someone to
over from him. The main tasks of the job are to continue
promote Fair Trade in the ghcese and to act as a liaison betwe
the dioceseand Christian Aidwith regard to the BishopQ4arvest
Appeal for the Hungry.

This is a really important job in the new Church Social Actig
Network (which now replaces the Board for Social Responsibilif
If you are interested in these sorts of issues and would be prep
to help, please get in touch with the Ven. Richard Pra
Archdeacon of West Cumberland.

orid
take
to

en

n
y)
ared
att,

(Tel: 01900 66190e-mail: archdeacon.west@carlislediocese.org.uk
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KESWICK TOWN EMERGENCY PLA N

The Town Council is preparing an Emergency Plan to prepare for
any future emergency. This is most likely to be more flooding but
will also include other emergencies such as loss of gas or electricity
supplies, blizzards, a plane crash or terrorist attack. As part of this
plan, Churches Together have agreed to open and staff rest centres
when needed. The rest centres will be at St Herbert’s Centre, the
Methodist Church, the Convention Centre and Braithwaite Church
Hall. For each centre we are making a list of volunteers who would
be prepared to come to the rest centre at short notice to provide
refreshments or simple meals to people who have been evacuated
from their homes. If you would be willing to be one of these
volunteers at the Methodist Church please send your contact details
(name, address, phone number and email and mobile if you have
them) to Roy Ellis (Tel: K 73340; e-mail: roy@ellis38.myzen.co.uk).

skeosk skok skokosk

NEWS in brief E

The Holy Land- Fears of West Bank deportatiorts

Israel has imposed a military order which, rights groups say, could
see tens of thousands of Palestinians deported from the occupied
West Bank. The order, which came into force recently, could have
severe ramifications for people in the West Bank.

Human rights groups say it classifies people without the right Israeli
paperwork as ‘infiltrators. Israeli military sources say the move will
allow more judicial oversight, and only affect a small number of
cases. They also say that existing orders already allow for the
deportation of West Bank Palestinians deemed by Israel to be there
illegally. They say the new order allows for each case to be
reviewed by a military judicial panel before deportations are carried
out.

Saeb Erekat, Chief Palestinian negotiator, said: ‘These military
orders belong in an apartheid state - extensive in scope, they make it
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infinitely easier for Israel to imprison and expel Palestinians from the
West Bank. The orders are worded so broadly as theoretically to
allow the military to empty the West Bank of almost all its
Palestinian inhabitants.’ (from a BBC report)

Calling ChristOs Senior Citizens E

In response to growing numbers of enquiries from pensioners,
Operation Mobilisation has developed a range of short-term mission
programmes drawing on the skills and wisdom of the ‘over-50’s’.
One is taking place in Chile in late October with events aimed at
encouraging local believers, helping adults with disabilities and
working in prisons. At a not-too-strenuous pace, opportunities for
sightseeing have also been built in among the activities. OM sends
hundreds of British Christians on short or long-term mission trips
each year. More information at uk.om.org

Manchester Youth represeatUK at World Cup E

M13 Youth Project (a Ministry for Youth in Manchester) was chosen
to represent the UK as official UK Deloitte Street Child World Cup
football team. Nine young people aged 14-16 recently travelled to
Durban, South Africa, where they worked with street children. Blue
Peter presenter Andy Akinwolere took part in the project as part of
Sports Relief. The M13 Youth Project works with young people,
often labelled ‘hard to reach’, through detached youth work and the
trip to South Africa gave an opportunity to learn about and promote
the rights of children through activities that transcend both language
and cultural barriers.

Mission to Vietnam E

Luis Palau, international Christian speaker, has been invited to
Vietnam by 500 Vietnamese church leaders to lead the first foreign
mission to the country since the fall of Saigon in 1975. It will take
place this December and will form a strategic moment for
Christianity in Vietnam, as the government there has started allowing
Christian events to take place. More information at palau.org
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KESWICK ST JOHN

Dates for your Diary

20 June Parish Outing to Ullswater and ‘Big Tea’

27 June 10.00 am Songs of Praise service ‘The Big Sing’ -
Keswick St John’s Choir & Congregation.

3 July Garden Fete

25 July Teas on the Terrace

19 September St Peter’s, Kells Youth Drama Group at our 10.00 am
Family Service

3 October Harvest Festival

9 October Harvest Supper

6 November Gift Day

ANSWERS TO ‘PAUL’ (see page 8)
1. Ananias; 2. Unknown, 3. Paphos; 4. Oath; 5. Ephesus;
6. Shipwrecked; 7. Justus; 8. Vision; 9. Lord; 10. Lydia.

PLEASE NOTE
that with immediate effect, there will be no Prayer Group meetings in
church at 9.30 am on Thursdays until further notice.
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Sunday Worship

Date Attendance
25 April 168
2 May 121
9 May 97
16 May 114
23 May 110

From the Parish Registers

Memorial Service
17 April Mary Patricia Highton

Funerals

26 April Barry Ward

28 April Harry Weetman
10 May Rita Eaton

12 May Pamela Ratcliffe

In Memoriam BJune

6 Peter Hartley 2002 16
7 Betty Birkett 2004 17
10 Greta Gates 2006 17
11 Mirehouse Davidson 2002 19
12 Renee Stone 2002 19
12 Iris Abraham 2004 21
13 Rose Lyn 2000 26
13 John Brown 2002 27
13 Paul Denwood 2006 27
15 Vin Webster 2002 30

14

Collection
£341.64
£515.50
£470.16
£575.72
£456.70

Paul Robinson
Malcolm John Watson
Joan Newton

David Isaac Williamson
Connie Christie

Harold Roberts

John Cowperthwaite
Peter Iliffe

Nick Eyres

Elizabeth Thompson

2009
2008
2008
2007
2009
2006
2000
2003
2003
2001



PARISH DIARY JUNE

1 June 2.30 pm Eucharist/The Millfield
7.00 pm Eucharist/Homethwaite House
2 June 7.30 pm Julian Group/Church
3 June 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
4 June 7.30 pm Choir
5 June 9.00 am Churchyard Working Party
6 June Sunday 1% after Trinity
8.00 am Eucharist
10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School
6.00 pm Sung Evensong
Street Prayers: The Heads and Greta Court
9 June 1.30 pm Tiny Tots/Church/William Wilberforce
10 June 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
11 June 7.30 pm Choir
13 June Sunday 2" after Trinity
8.00 am Eucharist
10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School
6.00 pm Sung Evensong
Street Prayers: Heads Road, Heads Mount and
Borrowdale Road
15 June 7.30 pm Julian Group/Church
17 June 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
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20 June Sunday

3 after Trinity

8.00 am Eucharist
10.00 am All Age Sung Eucharist
Parish Outing
6.00 pm Sung Evensong
Street Prayers: Derwent Street, The Seams,
The Hollies and High Street
22 June 6.30 pm St John’s Tygers/Church/Animal
Rights and Endangered Species
23 June 1.30 pm Tiny Tots/Church/Florence
Nightingale
24 June 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
26 June 9.00 am Churchyard Working Party

27 June Sunday
8.00 am
10.00 am
6.00 pm
Street Prayers:

4" after Trinity

Eucharist

Morning Praise — ‘The Big Sing
Healing Eucharist

Little Hills and Lake Road

2
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SUNDAY ROTA FOR JUNE

Date/Day 10:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am 6:00 pm Cleaners for

Reader Intercessor Coffeemakers Sidespersons Reader Sunday

(key*)
6 June F Hayes A Goodfellow J Bennett I McQueen R Critchley*
1* after Galatians 1: S Leighton H Marshall C Goodfellow Mark 4: 1-20 B Bryden
Trinity 11-end D Marshall V Molly A Goodfellow
M G Pearson C Goodfellow
13 June D Marshall J McQueen F Hayes I McQueen M Davies*
2" after Galatians 2: G Selvey S Page G Page Mark 4: 21- B Davies
Trinity 15-end A Benson A N Other end S Kirkby
20 June C Scott B Connolly NO C Scott*
3" after TBA TBA J Selvey P Douglas EVENSONG- A Benson
Trinity M Browne W Douglas Parish Outing
27 June T Marshall V Cooper P Graham F Green P Duttson*
4™ after Galatians 5: B Bryden J Hall E Massey Genesis 27: J Hall
Trinity 1,13-25 N Adams M G Pearson  1-40 F Hayes
4 July M Strachan A Goodfellow J Bennett C Hale B Connolly
5™ after Galatians 6: P Duttson H Marshall C Goodfellow Mark 6: 7-29 K Beck
Trinity 7-16 D Marshall V Molly Y Cole
M G Pearson

Flower Rota:

6 June: Stephnie Critchley
27 June: Bridget Connolly

13 June: Mary Davies
4 July: Christine Graham
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20 June: Sue Lake



