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/\i\ FROM THE VICARAGE

@

Not everyone has the time to read, or, maybe, the inclination to.
William Hazlitt, the greatest writer of English prose, warned against
reading bad books, not because they were per se bad, but because it
was a waste of time, and we, increasingly, so it seems, have less
time to spare. I recently read ‘The Shack’, on my day off! So those
of you who have had the misfortune to read it will know how I feel.

Reading E

Reading, though, is something that separates us from the animal
kingdom. As much as I adore my cat, he will never be able to read.
Our capacity to read, then, is something we should treasure. It is also
life enhancing. It is, perhaps, part of a Vicar’s job to persuade
people to read their Bibles. It seems to me that we are losing our
‘collective memory’ as a country precisely because the stories of the
Bible are not being read or passed down in the way they used to be.
English literature is replete with biblical references, of which too
many are now obscure or even unrecognisable, and that is a huge
pity. It is a pity not just for our faith, but also because, for instance,
the first five books of the Bible contain some of the greatest and most
enthralling stories ever written.

We don’t even need loads of spare time to read. The other evening I
read nearly all of A. E. Housman’s poems during the half time
interval at the Carlisle vs Leeds match (that and the fish and chips
were the best part of the evening!!). The problem is not one of time
but of quality, as with most things in this mortal realm. For instance,
what a waste of life to have ploughed through sub-literary nonsense
like ‘The Shack’ or ‘the Da-Vinci code’, and yet never to have read
Jane Austen’s ‘Persuasion’, which is only 250 pages long!
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If reading this ‘persuades’ you to read it, then I might, for once, have

achieved something! It will, I guarantee, make a difference to your
life.

Love and prayers,
Stephen
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Mother Teresa of Calcutta

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centred; forgive
them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives,
be kind anyway.

If you are successful you will win some false friends and some true
enemies; succeed anyway.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; be honest and
frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone may destroy overnight;
build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; be happy
anyway.

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; do good
anyway.

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough; give
the world the best you've got anyway.

You see, in the final analysis, it is all between you and God; it was
never between you and them anyway.




% CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

A WAY WE CHANGE THE WORLD

Ever wondered why we do Christian Aid Week?
Here are seven good reasons why we’re involved...

1. We are joining with more than 20,000 churches in an unparalleled
act of Christian witness to our communities — showing them we care
about justice and poor people.

2. Christian Aid has a vision — an end to poverty. By being part of
this week we’re not only funding life-changing projects, we’re
helping tackle the root causes of poverty — helping to change the
world for good.

3. The church has an amazing heritage of working for justice.
Christian Aid Week has run every year since soon after the Second
World War — demonstrating the church’s faithfulness to helping the
poor.

4. In these difficult financial times, the world’s poorest people need
our time, prayers and financial support more than ever. Christian Aid
Week helps us give people the opportunity to be generous.

5. Around 300,000 volunteers give their time to deliver envelopes
door to door and put on events. We are part of this movement for
change.

6. We get money for nothing! Every taxpayer who signs a Gift Aid
declaration on an envelope is giving Christian Aid 28 per cent extra —
making even more development work possible in the world’s poorest
countries.



7. Christian Aid has successfully campaigned on ‘dropping the
debt’, carbon-declaration reform and trade justice. Christian Aid
Week helps world-wide structural change to take place.

We believe that poverty is a scandal and that we can really do
something about it.

To find out more about how you can get involved, just ask your
Christian Aid Week representative or go to www.caweek.org

POVERTY DLETOS END IT

9-15 May

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK IN KESWICK

8 May Coffee morning and cake-stall/Crosthwaite
Parish Room
9 May Christian Aid Sunday

10-14 May  Street collecting
15 May Flag day — Keswick Market Square




CHILDREN’S PAGE

THE WOW! FACTOR
Amazing things happened to all these people in the Bible. What
were their names?

1.

2.

3.

8.

9.

God made this couple become parents when they were
exceedingly old. (Gen. 12)

God rescued this outspoken man from certain death in the
mud of a cistern. (Jer. 38)

Jesus healed this blind beggar. (Mark 10)

He survived the den of lions when he refused to pray to a
king. (Dan. 6)

God sent ravens to feed this man when he was starving to
death. (1 Kings 17)

Paul prayed and brought this young man back to life after he
fell out of a window. (Acts 20)

God chose this young shepherd boy to be King of Israel.

(1 Sam. 16)

Peter prayed and raised this lady to life. (She has 2 names)
(Acts 9)

He wrestled with God and lived. (Gen. 32)

10. He hated and killed Christians, but met Jesus and believed.

(Acts 9)

11. She longed for a baby and God answered her prayers.

(1 Sam. 1)

12. He died but Jesus raised him to life. (John 11)

An even more amazing Easter message is hidden amongst the letters of
all the names. Can you find it?

(Answers on page 17)



TWO NEW RECOMMENDATIONS
from THE MISSION COMMITTEE

This Committee has been meeting for some four years to discuss and
recommend to the PCC various ideas for raising money for charity.
These monies are separate from the Church’s normal giving, such as
raising money for the Church Urban Fund in earlier years. The
Committee has recently worked on suggestions for two very exciting
new projects which have been proposed to the PCC.

The first is the establishment of a friendship link between Keswick St
John and St Peter’s, Kells, Whitehaven. St Peter’s have an
experienced and very lively Youth Drama and Puppet Group. It is
proposed that this group is invited to St John’s on 19 September to
perform a puppet play during the family service. Afterwards, St
John’s would provide a picnic ... in the park if the weather is
suitable, in Church if it is not. All members of St John’s would be
welcome to come and join in the fun. It is to be hoped that the
friendship will develop between the two churches by the sharing of
ideas, activities and pulpits. St Peter’s and St John’s are similar in
their style and outlook to worship.

The second project is very different. It is proposed that St John’s
develop a link for prayer and communication with the church in
Uganda and Southern Sudan through the Church Missionary Society
(CMS). In the future, other schemes may arise.

Stephen knows Garry Irons (originally from Penrith) who is the CMS
mission partner based in Kampala, working as a consultant in
construction planning and management with the Church in Uganda
and Southern Sudan. Garry would be the link with St John’s.

There will be much information coming to the congregation in the
near future so that prayer can be meaningful and informed. It is
suggested that the Intercessor for each week would include Garry,
Uganda and Southern Sudan in the prayers. From CMS we will learn
of the situation for those struggling with great poverty and unstable
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governments; of those who have been terrorised by rebel groups and
civil wars. When Garry is on leave, he will come to speak at St
John’s, but, until that happens, we will be kept informed by e-mail.
Letters and e-mails from members of the congregation to Garry will
be very welcome. A speaker form CMS will come to St John’s in
then near future.

The Keswick St John’s Tygers, represented by Ben Hooper and Tom
Marshall (who are members of the Mission Committee), will be
researching the current situation in these countries and, with the
Committee, will make some displays for our Church. Please make
sure you see them.

Rosemary Elliott
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A musical ‘note’ for your Diary

The OBig Sing0 at Keswick St John on Sunday 27 June 201
This year I am keen to try something different and have talked with
Stephen about the following idea - celebrating the joy of singing in
worship through a ‘Big Sing’ event. (You may have heard or seen
something similar on Sunday evening television hosted in the Royal
Albert Hall ..!)
I am hoping that all the singers and musicians in our church will
contribute but that the majority of the content will be decided by
YOU.
During this month, Stephen and I will encourage you to tell us your
favourite hymns and songs by completing a slip and posting it in the
‘Big Sing’ box at the back of church. Please try to nominate your
most favourite well known hymn as this will make it easier for both
choir and congregation to really have a ‘Big Sing’.
Stephen and I will then have a month to prepare the programme in
which I hope we will be able to include as many of the chosen hymns
as possible.
I do hope you are inspired to both make a suggestion and come along
to something a little different ...

Rachel Head




NEW SPIRITUALITY TEAM FOR CUMBRIA

Something strange and wonderful is beginning to happen within the
churches in Cumbria, according to a new spirituality group. We already
have many interesting groups which meet together for prayer, learning
about the mystic tradition, and so much more. Now the churches are
beginning to reclaim their hidden spiritual treasure and a new ecumenical
team has come together to offer a variety of talks and gatherings about the
spiritual life at various venues around Cumbria, said a spokesman.

Church leaders in the county are said to be supportive of the new group.

The Anglican Bishop of Carlisle, the Right Rev. James Newcome; the
Methodist Chairman, the Rev. Richard Teal; and the United Reformed
Church President, the Rev. Rachel Poolman, have enthusiastically
encouraged the members of the new team, who have begun to plan for the
future.

Working together to offer a spirituality which is life enhancing for Cumbria
will be Rev Sister Ann-Marie Stuart, Chris Wood , the Rev. Jeff Thomas,
Ginny Wall, Alison Newcome, the Rev. Cameron Butland, the Rev. Helen
Marshall and the Rev. Sarah Lunn.

Sister Ann-Marie is adviser for spirituality in the Anglican diocese of
Carlisle. She believes that spirituality is ‘the flame at the heart of all our
churches and beyond’.

Chris Wood has been both a probation worker and a social work officer.
He is a lay member of the Methodist church and was trained in the Ignatian
tradition of spiritual direction.

Jeff Thomas is a Methodist minister. For many years he has had a passion
for spiritual development and the personal transformation that God offers.

Ginny Wall is a Quaker with Catholic roots. She is a tutor at Woodbrooke
Quaker Study Centre. She lives in Cumbria with her family and leads
courses on prayer and spiritual friendship.

Alison Newcome, wife of the Bishop, will be leading members in prayer at
many of their meetings. She has been a clergy wife for over 30 years and
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has four children. She ‘longs to learn more about spirituality’, as she
believes ‘it is the way of growing closer to God’.

Cameron Butland is the chaplain of Rydal Hall, a centre for spirituality, and
is also the vicar of Grasmere. He is particularly interested in Celtic
spirituality and in spiritual direction.

Helen Marshall has worked as a university chaplain and a parish priest and
has a particular interest in guidance on prayer. She now gives more time to
writing and teaching on prayer with particular emphasis on the English
mystics and the Carmelite tradition.

Sarah Lunn is the priest who can put people in touch with ecumenical
spiritual directors as she holds the register of spiritual directors in the
diocese of Carlisle. She is team vicar in the Appleby team and is also the
Anglican rural officer responsible for rural affairs and for liaising with the
farming community.

This year the team will be looking at different ways of praying at three
different venues: Rydal Hall on 11 May from 10.00 am to 4.15 pm; St
Thomas’s Church, Kendal on 9 July from 10.00 am to 3.30 pm; Penrith
Methodist Church on 12 October from 10.00 am to 3.30 pm. Anyone
wanting to book should contact Mr Wood at 28 Helme Drive, Kendal,

LA9 7JB, or. e-mail him at canddwood@tiscali.co.uk.
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SecondMeditation on the Miracles Pldeas from Cosmo Gordon
Lang (the first appeared in the April magazine)

The Draught of Fishes

The fishermen of Galilee had toiled all night and caught nothing.
They would have been sick at heart and weary. In the morning they
had beached their boats on the shore and begun to wash and mend
their nets.

There were people gathering there and a young Rabbi was speaking
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to them. The fishermen knew him. It was Jesus, the new prophet
from Nazareth. They had met him in Galilee and he had bidden them
follow him and they had obeyed.

They had seen wondrous cures, heard words from his lips which set
new thoughts and hopes stirring within them. He asked leave to sit
in Simon’s boat and speak to people from it. His words were like the
breath of spring to his hearers. They were wrapt in a new world of
PEACE and REST.

He then said to them, ‘Launch out into the deep’, so they had to be
ready to begin again, despite the toil of the night, the weariness, the
cold, the disappointment. Obedience to His word made all the
difference. It was the same sea, nets and boat, but now at His word;
they caught a multitude of fish.

Thus they were taught a life lesson. It was the lesson that simple,
trustful obedience to the word of Jesus is the alchemy that transforms
disappointment into hope, failure into success.

Jesus repeated the encounter after He had risen and John whispered
to Simon, ‘It is the Lord’. Lo, the dead and crucified was with them
still.  So, through them he teaches us the lesson of perseverance
under disappointment, of the cheerful readiness to make new
beginnings.

Perseverance in the Spiritual Life

Despite all our failures and fears, Jesus says, ‘Launch out into the
deep’. The spiritual life is just a series of new beginnings. The only
failure is to cease to try; only it must be at His word. Do simply and
faithfully what God has given you to do. The root of failure is a
subtle want of faith. ‘At Thy word I will let down the net’.

Perseverance in well-doing
Things I have tried for, ‘Master I have toiled all night and taken
nothing’. I have prayed but no answer comes. I have spoken and He
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will not listen. I have planned and my plans have failed. Is it any
use to go on trying?

‘Master, I have toiled all night and taken nothing.” There is
something of this bitterness in each one of us but, be sure of it, His
answer is always the same, ‘Launch out into the deep and let down
your nets.” Launch out again and again into the deep of God’s
mysterious and eternal purpose. It is deep, deeper than we can
fathom, inscrutable to us, but, launch out into it trusting to His word.

At His word — that is the secret. Has not much of our effort to
influence been, after all, self-centred? What is my wish compared
with God’s will? I shall set my wish on His will and so enable His
will to work through me.

This faith in the working of God will not slacken my efforts, but it
will steady them and guide them into the calm of an invisible trust.
‘Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God
who works in you.’

All the seeming failures, disappointments, words resented, plans
miscarried, opportunities lost, will test me but they cannot shake my
faith. God’s work at once pledges me to ceaseless perseverance and
sustains me through it.

Let me, then, with revived courage and hopeful patience, launch out
once more into the deep where I have so long toiled and taken
nothing — once more let me let down the net of my prayers and words

and efforts: ‘Nevertheless, at Thy word I will let down the net’.

Contributed

skokskosk sk kook
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FOLLOWING THE DERWENTWATER LECTURE

On Saturday, 1*' May from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm in Crosthwaite
Parish Room, Keswick Fair World Alliance will be hosting a meeting
to examine issues raised by Karen Armstrong in the Derwentwater
Lecture. David Jackman, of the Grasmere based Ethics Foundation,
will be present to focus discussion towards practical action. All are
welcome to attend.

KESWICK ST JOHNOS

Dates for your Diary
9 May 6.30 pm - Jazz Songs of Praise/New Orleans
Wiggle Band
20 June Parish Outing to Ullswater
27 June ‘Big Sing’ - Keswick St John’s Choir & Congregation
3 July Garden Fete
25 July Teas on the Terrace

19 September St Peter’s, Kells Youth Drama Group at our 10.00 am
Family Service

3 October Harvest Festival

9 October Harvest Supper

6 November Gift Day

ANSWERS TO ‘THE WOW! FACTOR’ (on page 10)

1. Abraham & Sarah, 2. Jeremiah the Prophet; 3. Bartimeus, 4. Daniel; 5.The
Prophet Elijah; 6. Eutychus, 7. David; 8. Dorcas or Tabitha; 9. Jacob, 10. The
Apostle Paul; 11. Hannah; 12. Lazarus.

Message: Jesus Lives - Yes!
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Sunday Worship

Date Attendance Collection

28 March 106 £404.35

4 April 195 £1,064.40

11 April 149 £514.19

18 April 78 £332.35

Baptisms

11 April Joseph Derwent Emberson

In Memoriam BMay

4 Eric Duncan 2007 23 Mary Clark

6  Harrison 2003 Ann Elliott
Teasdale

9 Gladys Dove 2001 24 Wilfred Harrison

12 Pen Skilton 2001 25 Elsie Hindmoor
Joan Hutchinson 2002 26 Olga Iredell

17 Kathleen 2009 28 George Donnelly
Hodgson

19 Kay Akerman 2007 31 John Davison

22 Mary Weaver 2002
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PARISH DIARY MAY

1 May 9.30 am  Churchyard working party
2 May Sunday 5" of Easter
8.00am  Eucharist
10.00 am Sung Eucharist/joint with Methodists, and Sunday
School
6.00 pm  Sung Evensong
Street Prayers: Eskin Street
4 May 2.30 pm  Eucharist/The Millfield
7.00 pm  Eucharist/Homethwaite House
5 May 7.30 pm  Julian Group/Church
6 May 9.30 am  Prayer Group/Church
10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
7 May 7.30 pm  Choir practice
9 May Sunday 6" of EasterbChristian Aid Sunday
8.00am  Eucharist
10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School
6.30 pm Jazz Songs of Praigé&lew Orleans Wiggle Jazz
Band
Street Payers: Church Street, George Street and Acorn Street
12 May 1.30 pm  Tiny Tots/St Columba/Church
7.15pm  CAMEO/Ruth Bumstead — Zillah
& Matilda/Church
13 May Ascension Day
9.30 am  Prayer Group/Church
10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
14 May 7.30 pm  Choir Practice
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16May  Sunday 7" of Easter
8.00am  Eucharist
10.00 am Sung Eucharist for all ages
6.00 pm  Sung Evensong
Street prayers: Ratcliffe Place, Myers Street and Leonard Street
19 May 7.30 pm  Julian Group/Church
20 May 9.30 am  Prayer Group/Church
10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
21 May 7.30 pm  Choir Practice
23 May Sunday Pentecost
8.00am  Eucharist
10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School
6.00 pm  Sung Evensong
Street Prayers: Greta Street, Catherine Cottages, Rose Terrace
and Shu-le-Crow Gardens
25 May 6.30 pm St John’s Tygers/Outdoor Social
26 May 1.30 pm  Tiny Tots/St Teresa of Lisieux/Church
Men’s Group/Visit to Haig Mining Museum,
Whitehaven (details to be announced)
27 May 9.30 am  Prayer Group/Church
10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel
28 May 7.30 pm  Choir Practice
30 May Sunday  Trinity
8.00am  Eucharist
10.00 am Sung Eucharist
6.00 pm  Healing Eucharist
Street Prayers: The Headlands and The Crescent
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SUNDAY ROTA FOR MAY

Date/Day 10:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am 6:00 pm Cleaners for
Reader Intercessor Coffeemakers Sidespersons Reader Sunday (key*)
2 May B Bryden A Williamson F Hayes C Hale R Critchley*
5" of Easter Acts 11: 1-18 P Duttson H Marshall G Page Mark 15:46-16: B Bryden
D Marshall E Massey 8 A Goodfellow
C Goodfellow
9 May P Duttson A Goodfellow B Connolly D Leighton M Davies*
6" of Easter Acts 16: 9-15 R Elliott J McQueen P Douglas Matthew 28: 1- B Davies
S Page W Douglas 10, 16-end S Kirkby
M G Pearson
16 May TBA TBA A Benson J Bennett I McQueen C Scott*
7" of Easter C Scott C Goodfellow Luke 24: 44-end A Benson
J Selvey P Graham A Williamson
V Molly
23 May C Hale M Browne F Hayes F Green P Duttson*
Pentecost Acts 2: 1-21 D Leighton V Cooper G Page John 16: 4b-15 J Hall
Whit Sunday J Hall E Massey F Hayes
30 May L Hale C Scott B Connolly D Leighton B Connolly
Trinity Sunday  Romans 5: 1-5 V Molly N Adams P Douglas John 3: 1-17 K Beck
M G Pearson W Douglas Y Cole
M G Pearson
6 June F Hayes A Williamson J Bennett C Hale R Critchley*
1st of Trinity Galatians 1:11- S Leighton H Marshall C Goodfellow Mark 4: 1-20 B Bryden
end D Marshall P Graham A Goodfellow
V Molly C Goodfellow
Flower Rota: 2 May-- Stephnie Critchley 9 MayMary Davies 16 MapSue Lake

23 Mayb Bridget Connolly

30 Ma Christine Graham

21

6 JuBEStephnie Critchley



