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FROM THE VICARAGE  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday 4th April 2010 

The 2010 Easter Date applies to the western calendar (Catholic and 
Protestant Churches), and also to the The Eastern Orthodox church. 
This is an unusual event since the two branches of Christianity have 
different methods for calculating the correct date for Easter. There 
are only a few years each century when the Easter dates match like 
this so Easter 2010 is seen as extra special. 

Why does the Easter date move every year?  

in the year 325AD, the Roman Emperor Constantine got the early 
Christian leaders together at Nicea to fix matters of doctrine and 
dates of important Christian events such as Easter. They chose the 
first Sunday after the full moon following the vernal equinox; (as 
opposed to Christmas day which they fixed as 25th December). 

Why are there  usually two dates for Easter 
Sunday?  

Not all early Christians attended the council of Nicea or agreed with 
the results. The Eastern Orthodox church is the largest of the groups 
who chose a different criteria for determining Easter. In years past 
people fought and died over the 'correct' date of Easter. Thankfully 
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we have grown up a bit since then and differences such as this are 
not considered important.  

So whatÕs Easter about?  
 
Actually the answer is in one sense easy!  It’s about life after 
death.  There are three ways to look at this personally which 
everyone ought to have an opinion about: there is nothing after 
death, when you’re dead you’re dead; there might be 
something after death but it’s unlikely; there is continuation of 
life after death. 
 
Christians accept the last of these three propositions but in a 
specific way. They believe that Jesus rose again from the dead 
on Easter Day and thereby opens a way for his followers to a 
new life beyond death. 
 
Happy Easter, then, 
 

Stephen 

*******  
 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

This is taking place after the 10.00 am service on Sunday, 25th April .  
David Leighton would like annual reports from the various 
committees and groups as soon as possible (preferably by 9th April) 
so that the annual report can be available for collection the Sunday 
prior to the APCM. 
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The Derwentwater Lecture 
 

Has God a Future? 
 

Our own David Edwards, Chairman of Keswick Fair World Alliance, 
was first on stage at Theatre by the Lake to welcome Karen 
Armstrong, author of The Case for God. 
 
What did she say?  She said one word several times transcendence.  
She repeated the words practical action even more frequently.  
Transcendence, she explained, is the dimension of human experience 
which rises above and goes beyond everyday life.  It is the spiritual 
factor: we experience it in music, art, human love, the birth of a 
baby.  At such times we feel most fully alive.  Practical action is our 
response: kindness, compassion, open-heartedness, forgiveness, 
bearing pain and suffering.  Transcendence and practical action, says 
Karen Armstrong, are fundamental to religion and this is how God 
comes alive in our world.  Seen this way, there is a case for God Ð 
and yes, God has a future! 
 
 
 
A study morning on Saturday 1st May from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm at 
Crosthwaite Parish Room will continue examining the issues raised 
by Karen Armstrong. 
 
To help focus discussion towards practical action will be David 
Jackman of the Grasmere based Ethics Foundation. 
 

(More details from Bob Bryden) 
 
 

*******  
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EASTER RESURRECTION 
 

Quotable Quotes 
 
For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead 
comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all died, so in Christ will 
all be made alive. 
1 Cor.15: 21-22 
  
Without the resurrection there will not be a Christianity - Christianity 
stands or falls with the resurrection, and this single factor makes 
Christianity remarkably, one of a kind. 
Steve Kumar   
  
No resurrection, no Christianity. 
Michael Ramsey 
  
The empty tomb of Christ has been the cradle of the Church.   
Pressense 
  
Our old history ends with the cross; out new history begins with the 
resurrection. 
Watchman Nee 
  
Perhaps the transformation of the disciples of Jesus is the greatest 
evidence of all for the resurrection. 
John Stott 
  
Men and women disbelieve the Easter story not because of the 
evidence but in spite of it.   
J N D Anderson 
  
Spring bursts today, 
For Christ is risen and all the earth's at play. 
Christina Rossetti 
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Meditation on the Miracles Ð Ideas from Cosmo Gordon Lang 
 
The miracles are signs of the way our human life is to be set free 
from its disorders and to fulfil the purpose of God, who gave it. 
 
As we read the story of the miracle itself, let us ask the Divine Spirit 
to enlighten the eyes of our mind that we may see and know the truth 
which He means it to have for us. 
 
1.  The water made wine 
The Spirit of Jesus, in us his members, is to manifest his glory by 
enabling us always to turn our Ôwater into wineÕ.  The wine did not 
simply come: the water became it.  That is the divine method. 
 
The Christian takes what he finds and the lot he shares with other 
people - of sorrow and joy, - of rest and labour, - of success and 
failure, - of capacities and incapacities.  He does not quarrel with it 
or change it but, by the Spirit which the Lord of life gives him, he 
converts it into a noble and God-ward life.  The main business of a 
Christian life is to go through the world Ôturning its water into wineÕ.  
Put quite simply, the true Christian learns to make the best of 
everything and everybody.  Every wise man, whether he calls 
himself a Christian or not, discerns that there is no other way of 
making life worth living.  He will set himself strenuously to make the 
best of things as he finds them, because it is the truest thing to do. 
 
He manifests the glory of the Incarnate Christ when he resolutely 
turns the Ôwater into wineÕ.  Even if the water be salt Ð salt with tears 
of sorrow or the bitterness of suffering, the Spirit of Christ within 
him will convert it into the wine of closer fellowship with the Cross.  
If the water be sparkling Ð the beauty of an autumn day, the 
invigoration of stimulating work, the companionship of children, the 
possession of human love Ð he will convert it into a deeper and more 
satisfying draught of wine, for he will taste of the love of God in this 
rich wine. 
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The best at the last 
Everyone serves first the good wine and when people have drunk 
freely then, that which is worse; Ôthou has kept the good wine until 
nowÕ, a parable for life.  First the good wine. 
 
For the worldÕs friends, first the good wine; they have the joys of 
childhood, easy conscience, endless variety of outward things, 
surprises of infinite curiosity, a sunlight where there is no shadow of 
self.  They have the pleasures of youth when hope is young and 
strong and all the faculties of sense are keen and alert.  They drink 
freely, for life tastes sweet in these early irresponsible days. 
 
The good wine soon fails.  It draws its flavour from outward things.  
Finally, there is nothing which the world can set before its friends but 
water Ð cold, comfortless. 
 
It is otherwise with the friends of God.  They too begin with the good 
wine Ð clear and sparkling in the days of childhood, rich and full in 
the days of youth, but their wine is flavoured, not by outward things 
but by the inward spirit.  They know the only source of happiness is 
within, not in things, but in the Spirit which controls them.  It is the 
quality, the dispositions of the manÕs own self which gives its flavour 
to outward circumstances.  These may seem to the worldÕs guest to 
have the taste of water, circumstances hard, uncongenial, marked by 
suffering or sacrifice.  GodÕs guest finds that the water becomes wine 
Ð wine richer and better than that which was set before him when 
things went well in the early days of hope and strength. Sorrow gives 
him the power of sympathy, difficulty increases the zest for effort, 
doubt deepens the longing for truth, disappointment turns his 
thoughts from the transitory to the eternal and sacrifice sets him on 
the lines of the true life which Jesus lived.  All these strengthen the 
spirit by leading it to find its only stay in God. 
 
The water becomes the best wine, filling the soul with chastened 
strength and tranquil peace. 
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1. Peter was impulsive and unstable but became the strong, 
sober, strengthening St Peter revealed in his Epistle. 

2. St Paul advances in his grasp of the length, height, depth and 
breadth of the love and wisdom of God. 

3. St John with the deep tranquil possession of the truth which 
sustained him as an old man, looking on the unequal struggle 
of the Church with the forces of evil. 

 
See how some friend of God you know, has become more contented, 
more charitable, more happy in life, more thankful for the past, more 
sure of the future, more resigned to death and waiting for the end of 
life with something of the glad expectancy with which the child 
looks out at the beginning. 
 
ÔThou hast kept the good wine until nowÕ, that is surely their 
testimony.  It will be their voice of praise when they be in the 
kingdom where God himself is, to his saints, full of everlasting joy. 

 
Contributed 

 
*******  

 
 
 
 
 
 

KIDS KESWICK  
 
Mary Elliott and children Thea and Tilly played key parts in 
producing this truly amazing family guide to Keswick.  There is 
really no other guide book like it!  Lots of Keswick shops have it Ð 
and Bob Bryden usually has six of the best in his rucksack.  ÔWorth a 
tennerÕ says one family - and itÕs only £3.99! 
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Here is a little story on the nature of the afterlife. 
 
Bill and Jim were old pals and teammates on the rugby field.  When 
Bill was on his death-bed, Jim made him promise that, if there were a 
heaven, he would somehow get a message back to tell him what it 
was like. 
 
Sure enough, a couple of nights later, the ghost of Bill appears and 
says: ÔItÕs all good news, apart from one little bit of bad.  ItÕs great up 
here.  You play rugby all day, you never get tired or injured and the 
next morning you just get up, right as rain, and do it all over again.  
And the best part about it is that all your old mates, even ones 
whoÕve been dead for years, are up here and still playing.Õ 
 
ÔThat sounds marvellousÕ, says Jim.  ÔBut whatÕs that bit of bad 
news?Õ 
 
ÔYouÕre on the team sheet for next TuesdayÕ, said Bill! 
 

 
*******  

 
THE NARROW ROAD  

 
A Riding Lights Production 

 
 ÔWonderful!Õ    ÔPowerful!Õ    ÔConfusing!Õ    ÔCouldnÕt hear some of 
itÕ.    ÔMeditation and worship the best partÉÕ.    ÔGood in parts!Õ 
 
Just some of the comments made after the performance by the Riding 
Lights Theatre Company at Southey Street Methodist Church on 5th 
March. 
 
The audience was invited to travel with the actors along The Narrow 
Road of life where choices regarding the different paths of lifeÕs 
journey had to be made. 
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The characters certainly made choices about their decisions to follow 
ChristÕs way or their own ways.  Christ was portrayed by one young 
man throughout.  It was clear that he made choices to follow GodÕs 
plan.  The climax of the play was his agony in the garden of 
Gethsemane when the choice was stark and so painful.  In the 
background, two actors portrayed the scene from Genesis when 
Abraham nearly sacrificed his beloved son, Isaac.  In worldly terms, 
Isaac was rescued from death.  Christ was not. 
 
The final scene, The Road to Emmaus highlighted the confusion felt 
by the disciples. 
 
In six scenes interspersed with readings, hymns, meditation and 
prayers, Christ and those around him showed the choice of path each 
would follow.  From the beginning, three characters revealed how 
they were caught up in the politics of the time, the Jewish desire for a 
Messiah to free them from the Roman occupation and in the religious 
wrangling and traditions of the Jewish leaders.  The confusion of 
these characters, such as the priests, the people, and the disciples, 
Peter and John, linked in with the confusion of people today 
regarding their abilities and desires to follow GodÕs path of 
commitment to loving our neighbours, the narrow path. 
 
Throughout, Christ was clear about his mission, his road.  It was 
narrow but he stayed on it! 
 
At the end of the performance, the audience was invited to place a 
stone at the foot of the ceiling-high cross, draped in red.  This 
symbolic act signified our choices as we walk the stony and 
confusing path of The Narrow Road of life. 
 

Rosemary Elliott  
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TOGETHER  

IN KESWICK & 
AREA 

PROCESSION 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER  
IN KESWICK & AREA  

 
 

We will gather at the Theatre by the Lake car park at  
11.00 am 

Then, carrying a cross, process silently into and around the  
Market Square. Finally gathering around the cross  

in front of the Moot Hall 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  

 
FRIDAY  

GOOD FRIDAY  



 16 

CHILDREN’S PAGE 
 

 
 

AN EASTER ÔTREASUREÕ HUNT 
 

The first letter of each answer gives you the ÔtreasureÕ of the Easter 
message. 
 

1. Jesus had to die on this. 
 

2. Jesus helped many people this way. 
 

3. These people occupied the land of the Jews in JesusÕ time. 
 

4. Another name for the Jewish people. 
 

5. This meal was the last that Jesus ate with his disciples. 
 

6. JesusÕ body was laid in this. 
 

7. Judas ________ (the betrayerÕs second name). 
 

8. The name of the Jewish council which condemned Jesus to 
death. 

 

9. A word which means Jesus is raised from the dead. 
 

10. A name for Jesus which means God with us. 
 

11. This disciple was the first to enter JesusÕ tomb. 
 

12. Jesus taught us to pray for deliverance from this. 
 

13. Easter means this kind of life. 
 

(Answers on page 18) 
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Holy Week Services 

 
Maunday Thursday 10:45 am Eucharist in the Lady Chapel 
     7:00 pm Sung Eucharist followed by  
     meditations in the Lady Chapel 
     (for those who wish to stay). 
 
Good Friday  11:00 am Churches together in Keswick 
     procession of witness  (see page 
     16 for details) 
     2:00 pm The last hour: service of  
     reflection with hymns. 
 
Holy Saturday   8:30 pm Service of light and   
     reaffirmation of Baptismal  
     vows. 
 
Easter Day    8:00 am Eucharist (BCP) 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist. 

 
 
 

KESWICK ST JOHNÕS 
Dates for your Diary 

8-15 May Christian Aid Week 
 8 May  Coffee morning and cake stall 
 9 May  Christian Aid Sunday 
 10-14 May Street collecting 
 15 May Flag day Ð Keswick Market Square 
20 June Parish Outing to Ullswater 
3 July  Garden Fete 
25 July  Teas on the Terrace 
3 October Harvest Festival 
9 October Harvest Supper 
6 November Gift Day 
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ANSWERS TO EASTER ÔTREASUREÕ HUNT (on page 16) 
 
1. Cross; 2. Healing;  3. Romans;  4. Israelites;  5. Supper;  6. Tomb;  7. Iscariot;  
8. Sanhedrin;  9. Resurrection;  10. Immanuel;  11. Simon Peter;  12. Evil;   
13. New. 
 
Message: Christ is Risen! 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS  

 
Sunday Worship 

 
Date    Attendance  Collection 
28 February           93    £364.20 
7 March           91    £429.96 
14 March         120    £388.25 
21 March         113    £394.77 
 
Funerals 
 
25 February  Delia Ryall aged 96 years 
 
 
In Memoriam - April   18 Bertha Watson 2000 
2 Molly Harrison 2002  18 Samuel McClenaghan 2006 
5 Colin McRae 2001  19 May Ibbotson 2000 

 Samantha Scott 2005  20 Marjorie Thorburn 2003 
 Jessie Teasdale 2005   Charles Frederick Coxon 2008 
 Timothy Ayer 2006  21 John Starkie 2000 
6 Iris Turner 2000   Dorothy Davison 2002 

10 Fred Cox 2007  23 Elsie Addison 2005 
15 William Donald 2002  29 Lionel Nutley 2008 
16 Harold Watkins 2003  30 Ted Gorley 2001 
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PARISH DIARY APRIL  
 

1 April        Maundy Thursday 
          9.30 am Prayer Group/Church 
        10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
          7.00 pm Sung Eucharist followed by meditations in the  
   Lady Chapel 

 
2 April Good Friday 
 11.00 am Churches Together in Keswick - Procession of  
   Witness (see page 15 for details) 
 2.00 pm The Last Hour: service of reflection and hymns 
 
3 April Holy Saturday 
 9.00 am Churchyard Working Party 
 8.30 pm Service of Light and reaffirmation of Baptismal  
   vows 
 

4 April  Easter Day 
 8.00 am Eucharist (BCP) 
 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 
 6.00 pm Sung Evensong 
Street Prayers:  Southey Street, LeonardÕs Place, TwentymanÕs  

  Court and Shorley Lane 
 
6 April 2.30 pm Eucharist/The Millfield 
 7.00 pm Eucharist/Homethwaite House 
 
7 April 7.30 pm Julian Group/Church 
 
8 April 9.30 am Prayer Group/Church 
 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
 
9 April 7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 

11 April  Sunday 2nd of Easter 
 8.00 am Eucharist 
 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 
 6.00 pm Sung Evensong 
Street Prayers:  Blencathra Street and Blencathra Court 
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14 April  1.30 pm Tiny Tots/St Francis/Church 
 
15 April 9.30 am Prayer Group/Church 
 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
 7.15 pm PCC/Church 
 
16 April 7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 
18 April  Sunday 3rd of Easter 
 8.00 am Eucharist 
 10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
 6.00 pm Sung Evensong 
Street Prayers:  Ambleside Road and St JohnÕs Street 
 
21 April  7.30 pm Julian Group/Church 
 
22 April 9.30 am Prayer Group/Church 
 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
 
23 April  St GeorgeÕs Day 
 7.30 pm Choir Practice 
 
25 April  Sunday 4th of Easter, Commemoration of St George 
 8.00 am Eucharist 
 10.00 am All Age Eucharist 
   Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 6.00 pm Healing Eucharist 
Street Prayers:  Castlehead Close 
 
27 April 6.30 pm St JohnÕs Tygers/Resurrection versus  
   The Da Vinci Code/Church 
 
28 April 1.30 pm Tiny Tots/St Lucy/Church 
 7.00 pm MenÕs Group: meet at Mountain Rescue Base 
 7.30 pm Julian Group/Church 
 
29 April 9.30 am Prayer Group/Church 
 10.45 am Eucharist/Lady Chapel 
 
30 April 7.30 pm Choir Practice 
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SUNDAY ROTA FOR APRIL  
Date/Day 10:00 am 

Reader 
10:00 am 
Intercessor 

10:00 am 
Coffeemakers 

10:00 am 
Sidespersons 

6:00 pm 
Reader 

Cleaners for 
Sunday (key*) 

4 April 
Easter Day 

D Marshall 
Acts 10: 34-43 

 
V Montgomery 

A Goodfellow 
J McQueen 
S Page 

J Bennett 
C Goodfellow 
P Graham 
V Montgomery 

C Hale 
John 20: 19-23 

M Davies* 
B Davies 
S Kirkby 

11 April 
2nd of Easter 

J Bennett 
Acts 5: 27-32 

G Selvey A Benson 
C Scott 
J Selvey 

F Hayes 
G Page 
A Williamson 

D Leighton 
Luke 24: 13-35 

C Scott* 
A Benson 
A Williamson 

18 April 
3rd of Easter 

M Browne 
Acts 9: 1-6 

B Bryden M Browne 
V Cooper 
J Hall 

B Connolly 
P Douglas 
W Douglas 
M G Pearson 

I McQueen 
John 11: 27-44 

P Duttson* 
J Hall 
F Hayes 

25 April 
4th of Easter 
(St George) 
 

TBA 
Acts 9: 36-end 

TBA C Scott 
N Adams 
M G Pearson 

J Bennett 
C Goodfellow 
P Graham 
V Montgomery 

Eucharist 
F Green 
Luke 24: 36-49 

B Connolly 
K Beck 
Y Cole 

2 May 
5th of Easter 

TBA 
Acts 11: 1-18 

TBA A Williamson 
H Marshall 
D Marshall 

F Hayes 
G Page 
A Williamson 

TBA 
Mark 15: 46-
16: 8 

R Critchley* 
B Bryden 
A Goodfellow 
C Goodfellow 

Flower Rota:   11 April - All     25 April - Christine Graham 
4 April - Easter - All   18 April - Bridget Connolly  2 May Ð Stephnie Critchley 


